
Little Church     September 27, 2020         Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time      Year A     
 
(White tablecloth with green cloth on top, and the white candle.) 
 
(Green cloth and candle) 
 
(1. Dismissal from the Assembly) 
 
2. Welcome song:  Sing For Joy (# 4 on the CD “We Believe”)   There is a copy of the 
words in the notebook.  It is very repetitive, so the children will probably catch on and begin 
singing by the second verse.  Encourage them to act out the words (Sing and shout for joy, sing 
and clap your hands, sing and jump for joy, etc.) 
 
3. Proclamation of the Gospel  (Stand)  Matthew 21:28-32   (PAGE 120 IN THE BLUE BOOK) 

 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the leaders of the people, “I’m going to tell you a story, and 
you tell me what you think about it…..There was a man who had two sons.  One day he said to 
one of them, ‘Son, I want you to go out and work in the vineyard today.’ The boy said, ‘No, I 
won’t go.’   But, later, the boy was sorry that he had said ‘no’ to his father, and so he did go.  The 
father then said to his other son, ‘Son, I want you to go out and work in the field today.’ The 
second son said, ‘Yes, father, I will go and work,’ but he did not go.’  Jesus asked, ‘Now tell me, 
which boy did what the father wanted him to do, the first son or the second?’  The leaders 
answered, ‘The first son.’ Jesus said to them, ‘I’m telling you the truth.  People whom you look 
down on as sinners are going to enter the reign of God before you.  Because, when John the 
Baptist came and reached the truth, you didn’t believe him.  But the people you look down on as 
sinners believed him and changed their lives.  And even after you saw that they believed and 
changed their lives, you still didn’t believe and change your lives.” 
 
4. Reflection on the Gospel     

Jesus wanted us to realize that what we do is more important than what we say we will do. Jesus 
wants us to answer, "Yes," when he tells us to "Love one another," but what he really wants is 
for us to love one another! Jesus wants us to answer, "Yes," when he says, "Follow me," but 
what he really wants is for us to follow him! That's the kind of child of God I want to be. Isn't it 
the kind of child you want to be? 

1. In the gospel story, how many sons did the man have? 
2. Did he give them jobs to do?  What were they? (work in the vineyard/work in the field) 
3. Did both of the sons agree? (No. One said no and one said yes.) 
4. What happened to the son who said no?  (He changed his mind and did his job.) 
5. Did the son who said yes do his job?  (No.  He decided not to do it.) 
6. Do you think that was okay, since he had said yes?  (No.  He disobeyed.) 
7. How does God feel when we say we’ll obey him and then don’t? 
8. What should we do when we find out we are disobeying God? (pray, ask for help) 
9. Is it enough just to talk about being right?  (No. We need to really do the right thing.) 



10. Name something that God has asked you to do.  
11. Does God ask us to do anything we can’t do? (No.  He always gives us the help we need.) 

5. Response/Celebration of the scripture:  Play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” with 
true/false questions.  The children listen to you make a statement, and give a “thumbs up” if 

they think it’s true or “thumbs down”   if they think it is false.  Here are some ideas.  You 
can add your own ideas…. 
 
In the gospel story that we heard today, there were 3 sons.  F 
The father gave each son a job to do.  T  
Both sons said they would do it.  F 
Both sons changed their minds about what they said they would do. T  
The father was probably pleased with both sons. F  
If we are wrong, we can still change. T  
It doesn’t matter what we do, as long as we say we’ll do it. F  
If God asks us to do something hard, He will always help us.  T 
When our mom gives us a job to do, it’s okay if we don’t do it.  F 
God asks us to obey our parents.  T 
God asks us to be kind to everyone.  T 
 
 
6. Creed (Recite this together, very slowly.  Most of the children will know it by now.) 
 
I believe in God above; 
I believe in Jesus' love.  
  
I believe His Spirit, too, 
Comes to teach me what to do.   
 
I believe that I should be 
Kind and loving, Lord, like Thee.  Amen 
  
7. General Intercessions:  Pass the cross around and invite each child to offer a petition while 
they are holding it, then pass it on.  (After each petition, everyone says Lord, hear our prayer.) 

8. Closing.   Begin and end with the Sign of the Cross.   

Father, sometimes we say, "Yes," but our actions say, "No." Help us to be faithful to do what 

you have called us to do. . Our Father… (Pray the Our Father together slowly.) 

Leader:     Peace be with you. 
Children:  And with your spirit! 
 
12. Return to the Assembly with a handout to take home.  


