
December DNA: Our Lady of Guadalupe and Evangelization 

Opening Prayer: Hail Mary 

MARY IS THE STAR OF THE NEW EVANGELIZATION 

From “Becoming Missionary Disciples” by Fr. Peter Marsalek, SOLT General Priest Servant 

Mary, Temple of the Holy Spirit and the first and best disciple of Jesus, is also involved 

in the work of evangelization. She brought the good news of Jesus to her cousin Elizabeth and 

John the Baptist, and it continues even to our day. Mary was called the Star of the New 

Evangelization by St. John Paul II in his Apostolic Exhortation Ecclesia in America: “Holy Mary 

of Guadalupe is invoked as ‘Patroness of all America and Star of the first and new 

evangelization.’” (EA 11)  

On December 9, 1531, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to a man named Juan Diego. 

He departed early in the morning to attend Mass and as he walked by a place called Tepeyac 

Hill, he heard a gentle voice calling, “Juanito, Juan Dieguito!” There, he encountered a beautiful 

young woman whose garments shone like the sun. She instructed him to have a Church built and 

pass on her wish to Bishop Zumarraga. The Bishop asked him for a tangible sign of the truth of 

the apparition, telling Juan Diego to return the next morning with the sign. The next day, Juan 

Diego unfolded his tilma and flowers fell to the floor. The bishop fell to his knees, admired the 

flowers and gazed upon the tilma where he saw the miraculous image of Our Lady, filled with 

rich symbols significant to the Aztecs in particular. Over the next nine years, about nine million 

natives converted, renouncing their idols, superstitions, human sacrifices, and polygamy in order 

to be baptized. Our Blessed Mother Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe, was truly the great 

evangelizer of the Americas!  

Learning from Our Lady of Guadalupe’s Evangelization Method (RICE)  

There are four fundamental characteristics that may be identified in Our Lady’s evangelization of 

the Aztecs that we would do very well to incorporate.  

1. Relational In Mary’s words, we see the tenderness of a mother. By establishing her 

maternal relationship with Juan Diego, she creates an atmosphere of trust and confidence. 

In a similar way, we too are reminded that the best kind of evangelization occurs with 

people to whom we have a relationship.  



2. Inculturated Mary came dressed as an Aztec, her appearance was replete with 

understandable and powerful symbols that the Aztecs understood. She shared the truth of 

the Gospel in a manner in which the local people could understand and appreciate. We 

are called to present the truth of Christ in a manner and language which people can 

understand.  

3. Christocentric Mary comes with Jesus, pointing to Him as being true God and Savior. 

Similarly, our evangelization efforts are called to be centered on the person of Jesus 

Christ.  

4. Ecclesial Mary patiently chose to work through the local bishop, despite the fact that it 

took multiple visits, and even a few miraculous signs. It is always helpful that our work 

be connected and rooted in the life of the Church and that it be directed toward bringing 

others to the Church, the instrument of the ministry of Jesus in the world today. 

Discussion Questions:  

1. Nativity Parish has a special relationship with Our Lady of Guadalupe. How is this present in 

your prayer life? 

2. Have you ever thought of the Blessed Mother as a great evangelizer? Why or why not? 

3. What are your thoughts on the RICE model of evangelization? How is it active in your life 

right now? How is it active in your parish? 

4. What do you see as the major obstacles to evangelization today? How can we look to Mary as 

a way through these obstacles? 

Closing Prayer: 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mystical Rose, 

make intercession for the Holy Church, 

protect the Sovereign Pontiff, 

help all those who invoke thee in their necessities, 

and since thou art the ever Virgin Mary, 

and Mother of the True God, 

obtain for us from thy most holy Son the grace of keeping our faith, 



of sweet hope in the midst of the bitterness of life, 

of burning charity, and the precious gift of final perseverance. Amen. 

Explore Further: read the full text of St. John Paull II’s Ecclesia in America: 

https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-

ii_exh_22011999_ecclesia-in-america.html 


