
Little Church           June 13, 2021                   11th Sunday in Ordinary Time        Year B    
 
Green cloth, green candle, crucifix 
 
(1. Dismissal from the Assembly) 
 
2   Light the candle.  
     Welcome song: We Believe (# 11 on the cd “Calling the Children”) 
   (The lyrics are on a separate page in this Little Church notebook Note:  Teach the   
    children the refrain, but don’t worry about the verses.  They can listen to the verses and   
    come in on      the refrain.) 
 
3. Proclamation of the Gospel          Mark 4:30-34  
Jesus said to his disciples, “Here is another example of what the kingdom of God is like: it is like a 
mustard seed.  A mustard seed is the smallest of all seeds. But when it grows, it becomes very large 
and its branches are so big that birds can come and make their nests in it and be protected from the 
hot sun.” Jesus always taught the people by using examples like this so they would be able to 
understand. But whenever Jesus was alone with the twelve apostles, he explained everything to 
them.  
 
4. Reflection   

 a. How many of you like to put mustard on your hotdog or hamburger?  (Show of hands)   

b. Where do you think mustard comes from?  (Take a few answers and then go on…)  

c. Did you know that mustard comes from a big plant, a tree?  

d. How do you think that tree starts out?  What did Jesus say in the gospel that you heard? 

(It starts out as a mustard seed/a little tiny seed/the smallest of all seeds) 

e. The mustard seed is so small that if you were holding one in your hand and you dropped 

it you would have a very hard time finding it because it is so hard to see.  

f. If the mustard seed is tiny, how does it become a big tree? (It grows) 

g. What helps it to grow? (Rain, sun, care, fertilizer, etc.) 

 

h. When you look at a little mustard seed you might think it would be impossible for a seed 

so tiny to grow into a tree. But if you take care of it and give it what it needs, it will grow 

big and strong. 

i. In the gospel that we just heard, Jesus is telling a story. He compared the mustard seed 
to loving God. When children, like you, begin to love Jesus, your love is like a tiny mustard 
seed that starts out very small at first. Then when you keep on listening to what Jesus says 



and doing what he tells us, your love will grow bigger and bigger. Soon it will grow big and 
strong like the mustard tree.  
 
 
5. Response/Celebration of the Scripture :  
 

Teach the children this poem and have them pantomime it with you: 
 
A mustard seed is very small 
And yet it grows so very tall! 
It puts out branches strong and wide 
In which so many birds can hide. 
God plants His word of love in me 
And so His Kingdom grows, you see! 
 
Tell them that this poem is on the paper that they are taking home today, so they can 
teach it to their family. 
 
6. Creed 
 
I believe in God above; 
I believe in Jesus' love.  
  
I believe His Spirit, too, 
Comes to teach me what to do.   
 
I believe that I should be 
Kind and loving, Lord, like Thee.  Amen 
 
 
7. General Intercessions:  Pass the cross (from the table) around and invite each child to offer a 
petition while they are holding it, then pass it on.   
 
 

8. Closing prayer: Dear God, thank you for giving us faith that will grow big and strong. Thank you for 

loving us and taking care of us. Amen  (Sign of the Cross together) 
 
Leader:     Peace be with you. 
Children:  And with your spirit! 
 
 

12. Return to the Assembly with a handout to take home.   
 
 
 


