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ONE 

Jesus repeatedly promised that those who prayed with faith would be granted the thing they 

prayed for.  He says it clearly “Ask, and it will be granted unto you.” And then Jesus asks His Father 

in the Garden to “let the cup pass.”  With the fullness of faith, Jesus asked – and his prayer was not 

granted to Him. Like so many Christians down through the ages who would ask with faith for 

healing or strength or for the conversion of a loved one, Jesus asked, and did not receive. How can 

this be? How can it be that He who promised our prayers would be answered should Himself pray 

and not have His request granted? 

 

TWO 

Jesus makes it clear that it is God’s will that must be the standard for our prayers.  He ended His 

petition in the Garden by saying “Not my will, but Thine be done.”  The Christian life-goal, 

including all prayers of petition– is not to conform God’s will to ours, but to conform our will to 

God’s. Obviously, we should not expect God to grant us things which are contrary to His will for us. 

James tells the early Christians, “You ask and do not receive, because you ask badly, to satisfy your 

passions” (James 4:3).  Consequently, we can only be certain our prayers will be answered if we 

are certain about God’s will for us and those for whom we pray.  When we’re asking God to do his 

will, it means we are conforming our will to His and He can do much more in us and through us. 

Fiat Voluntas Tua (May Thy will be done).  

 

THREE 

Jesus was always lamenting people’s lack of faith. In fact, we read once in the Gospel that He was 

unable to perform miracles for a certain group of people, “because of their lack of faith” (Mark 

6:5). They were unwilling to have confidence in God’s ability and desire to give them the things He 

wanted to give them.  Now when we ask for God’s help in growing in holiness, we can be 

absolutely confident that God can and wants to make us holy and to overcome our vices..  

Therefore, we have to pray with relentless confidence that God will cause our vicious desires to 

dry up and will destroy the mountain of our vices. 



FOUR  

Jesus said that God is a good Father, who won’t give us a snake if we ask for a fish, or a stone if we 

ask for bread. The problem is that sometimes, we ask Him for snakes and stones by seeking things 

that won’t be good for us or that won’t make us happy. We pray for healing from an illness, safety 

on a journey, success of a project or the elimination of some struggle. But only God knows 

whether the worldly good we’re praying for is really optimal for our ultimate happiness.That’s why 

St. Paul prayed to be delivered from his “thorn in the flesh,” (II Cor 12:7) and God refused. God’s 

power could be better manifested, and St. Paul’s mission could be better fulfilled through Paul’s 

weakness. It’s also why, every time we make a request for some worldly benefit, we have to at 

least assume the Jesus’s phrase from the Garden “If it be your will”.  Apart from some mystical 

revelation, we don’t know whether the thing we’re praying for corresponds to God’s will for our 

perfect happiness. Fiat Voluntas Tua.  

 

FIVE 

Christ began His passion by asking whether God could spare Him, but ended by asking if God could 

spare those who persecuted Him. By saying “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.” 

Jesus tells us explicitly to pray for the conversion of sinners, especially those who sin against us. 

But, how can we be certain that if we pray for sinners they will convert? How many parents have 

prayed for their wayward children,  but their children have not come back to the faith? How many 

wives have prayed for their husbands? How many have prayed for the repentance of their friends 

who have continued on a path to ruin? How do we make sense of this? There are two points to 

make here: 

1) Yes, God wills the conversion of sinners – but He wills that their conversion is conditional on 

their free choice. They must choose to repent, otherwise it wouldn’t be true repentance. 

2)  By praying for sinners, it increases our love for them, and makes us better able to help lead 

them to conversion. 

When we love someone, we are united to them, and what happens to them and what happens to 

us becomes connected.  We know God loves them, we love them, and that our love and prayers 

will enable God to help them more. And these certainties should prompt us to pray with 

confidence and zeal, as Our Lord did from the cross. Fiat Voluntas Tua.  


